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Tot Lot
The Board continues to receive complaints about the use of the tot lot. Com-
plaints have been raised about litter in and around the tot lot, unsupervised 
children, poor lighting in the area, loud and rowdy behavior by older teenagers 
late at night, and broken locks. The police have been summoned on several oc-
casions to deal with the rowdy behavior.

 Because of the seriousness of these complaints, the Board is investigating the 
sale of the tot lot equipment and the permanent closure of the tot lot. Several 
remedies have been tried, including the installation of combination locks, the 
posting of notices, and calls to the police department requesting increased 
police presence. 

The Board had hoped that the combination lock would allow responsible 
families to use the tot lot and to restrict off-hour use by others. Since the instal-
lation of a combination lock, both the lock and the gate have been damaged. 
The cost of repairing the damage has been borne by the community. When a 
working lock was used, the tot lot often was left unsecured. The Board would 
like to hear your concerns. It is a serious matter, and permanent closure is under 
consideration.

New Landscape Chairperson Needed
Becky Kilgore, who has served as our Landscaping Chairperson for several 
years, has retired. Becky’s contributions to our community are too numerous to 
mention but here are a few reminders. Becky procured free trees from the City, 
organized volunteer activities to obtain new trash receptacles, organized and 
coordinated landscaping for the “four-corners” area along Yale Drive, organized 
volunteers to plant bulbs in our community flower beds, oversaw the planting 
of new trees and shrubs and the removal of others, enhanced the trickle steam, 
and ensured we had beautiful summer flowers at the pool. She was often seen 
watering the trees and new plantings in the common areas and engaging other 
nearby neighbors to do the same. Becky walked every inch of the community to 
review its landscaping needs. She even got Giant to contribute to our beautifica-
tion causes. A person of contagious energy, Becky encouraged everyone she 
met to participate in the community. If you are interested in working on our 
community landscaping and beautification, then please contact a Board mem-
ber or Northern Virginia Management. Becky’s energy and commitment will be 
hard to replace!

2008 Budget  
Approved
The Board approved the 2008 Com-
munity Association budget based 
on an extensive review of finances 
and recommendations made by the 
Quaker Hill Community Condition 
Assessment and Reserve Study Plan. 
Fees were raised slightly to keep pace 
with inflation and projected costs. 
Effective January 2008, the new 
monthly fees are approximated at:

Single Family Homes: $65.19

Town homes: $72.69

Condominiums: $50.48

The Reserve Study confirmed that 
Quaker Hill Community Association 
finances are well managed and in 
sound shape. The Board is diligent 
about receiving competitive bids for 
community services as well as for 
financial investments. 

Reminders

• Homeowners must remove trash 
cans from the street by 7 p.m. on the 
day of collection. 

• Please use our community trash 
cans. The Board has received  
increasing complaints about litter in 
our beautiful community. 
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TMP Program
Ever wonder what the Transportation 
Management Program (TMP) is? As a 
condition of approval for a multifam-
ily development project, the City of 
Alexandria requires most communities 
to participate in a city-wide program that promotes the use of mass transit. Part of our 
monthly assessment fee funds this program. As a bonafide resident of Quaker Hill, 
you are eligible to purchase certain mass transit media at a reduced price. The type 
of media, the pricing and how to obtain them are published in this newsletter. It is an 
excellent benefit of living in this beautiful community!

Transit media are available for half-price through the Quaker Hill TMP. The Program offers:

 ITEM COST TO YOU

 $20.00 Metrorail farecards $10.00 
 (limit 3 per household per week)
 Metrobus tokens (20) $12.00
 Alexandria DASH pass (1 month unlimited rides) $15.00

You can place an order for these items in one of the following ways:

1. Call Northern Virginia Management at (703) 941-9002

2. Email Northern Virginia Management — NVManagement@erols.com

3. Send your order by mail to:  
 Northern Virginia Management 
 4306 Evergreen Lane, Suite 101 
 Annandale, VA 22003

Northern Virginia Management will send out your media, along with an invoice and 
stamped, return addressed envelope. Northern Virginia Management will honor resident’s 
requests to mail media on a scheduled basis. For example, if a resident uses the Metrorail 
passes on a regular basis, then we can arrange to send the passes each week or every other 
week. Please note that all orders must be paid before subsequent orders an be processed.

Board of Directors
Susan Thomas, President 

Sam Hayes, Vice President

Rose Gillespie, Secretary

Marjorie Stein, Treasurer

Ed Lacy, Director

Committee Chairpersons
Covenants: Sharon Crosby  
Landscape: Becky Kilgore 
Newsletter/Web site: Rose Gillespie

Clubhouse Telephone
(703) 823-1911/1912

Northern Virginia Management
(703) 941-9002  
NVManagement@erols.com  
4306 Evergreen Lane, Suite 101  
Annandale, Virginia 22003  
Effective March 1, 2006

The Quaker Hill Community Association Board of 
Directors meets at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of 
every month at the Quaker Hill clubhouse. Association 
members who wish to bring an issue before the Board 
should write to the Board in advance c/o NVM, 4306 
Evergreen Lane, Suite 101, Annandale, Virginia 22003, 
or call any Board member. Meeting date changes will be 
posted on the clubhouse bulletin board.

Community Association
People You Should Know

Trash Disposal
Residents of single-family detached 
homes and townhomes are reminded 
that trash containers may not be 
placed outside earlier than 5:00 p.m. 
on the evening before collection and 
must be returned to storage not later 
than 7:00 p.m. on the day of collec-
tion. Please put your trash can out of 
view on non-pick up days.

The regular trash collection day is 
Tuesday. During a week when  
Monday or Tuesday is a holiday,  
you may call the City’s Office of 
Solid Waste at (703) 751-5872 or 
check the city of Alexandria Web site 
at http://ci.alexandria.va.us for infor-
mation on trash collection.

www.QHCA.org
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More Reserve Study Findings
The Quaker Hill Community Capital Reserve Study also evaluated the condition of the swimming pool area. Mason & 
Mason, Capital Reserve Analysts, Inc., found a crack in the concrete retaining wall east of the pool deck and several 
cracks in the pool deck. The cracks and ponding in the northeast corner of the pool deck indicate settlement of support-
ing soils. The Study recommended that the Board replace cracked sections of the pool deck and investigate the crack in 
the retaining wall.  An engineering evaluation of the retaining wall has been scheduled.

As you know, many of the streets in our community are privately owned and must be repaired and maintained by com-
munity funds. The Study noted that the majority of the pavement is in good to fair condition having been seal coated 
within the past two to three years. Seal coating helps prevent water infiltration into the sub-base, extends the useful 
service life of the pavement, and improves curb appeal. 

Concrete steps are in good condition, and concrete curbs and gutters are in fair condition. Some sidewalks are showing 
signs of stress, particularly those on Ellsworth Street and Dartmouth Court. Repairs will be scheduled to coincide with 
work on other concrete components to take advantage of economies of scale in packaging concrete restoration work. 

It Only Takes a Moment…
Unfortunately, an incident recently occurred in the Quaker 
Hill community that was a wake-up call. A resident 
observed two young boys walking through a residential 
parking area—no big deal as that happens regularly. A few 
minutes later, he noticed them bending inside a vehicle, 
thinking it could belong to their father, but then he saw 
them walk away with a heavy bag that had not been noticed 
previously. Get where this is going?

As it turns out, the vehicle belonged to a workman dropping 
by to check on a job he had recently done. The workman 
didn’t intend to be longer than 15 minutes and, regrettably, 
didn’t lock his vehicle and left valuables within view. The 
boys acted so quickly and without hesitation or fear that it 
appeared this was not their first “lift.” The thieves got away 
with the workman’s laptop and GPS device.

The police arrived and, after getting the information they 
needed, informed the resident that this was the third “small 
robbery” in Alexandria that day. The police offered the fol-
lowing advice:

• Anytime you observe something you feel is out of the 
ordinary, don’t hesitate to question the person(s), 
listen to your gut, and act on instinct. 

• Lock your car at all times and never leave anything 
valuable in sight.

• Lock your house when you leave even if it’s only to walk 
the dog, visit a neighbor, or run to the grocery store. 

The police feel confident they will catch the young 
thieves—it’s just a matter of time they said. Sadly, there 
are no areas exempt from this kind of activity, and our 
neighborhood is no exception. By paying attention to our 
surroundings and actively watching out for each other, we 
can prevent future incidents. Let’s work together to keep 
our neighborhood safe.
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Lighting in the Community
Ever notice a street light out in the community? Call 
our management company with information about the 
location of the pole and any other identifying informa-
tion (most of the poles are numbered). Several people 
remarked that street lights often “flicker,” and they as-
sumed they were motion detection lights. They are not. 
The lights should stay on after dark at all times. For your 
safety, and the safety of your neighbors, please report 
nonworking lights, including the exterior lights on the 
community clubhouse. For additional safety, the Board is 
investigating the installation of another street lamp on the 
east side of the pond. 

Snow Removal Contract
It’s not too early to think about snow! The Community  
Association has a contract in place with Emery Snow  
Removal for the 2007-2008 winter season. Snow is 
removed on private streets in the community when accu-
mulation is greater than 2 inches. The contractor also will 
remove snow from the sidewalk area on the north side of 
the pond. Homeowners are responsible (and liable) for the 
sidewalk areas in front of their homes. Consider pitching 
in and clearing areas around fire hydrants, mailboxes, and 
curb inlets.

Police Liaison, Evening Hours
Officer Matthew Weinert, Police Officer, Patrol division, 
Beat 131, is our community’s liaison for the evening 
hours (another officer comes on at midnight.) Officer 
Weinert came to the Board meeting on October 25, 2007 
to introduce himself and encourage the Board to sign 
an agreement that allows the City to enforce trespassing 
and parking on private property. Much of our community 
is considered private property. The Board voted to sign 
the agreement, which is good for six months and can be 
renewed as often as needed. Officer Weinert informed the 
Board that the police are in our community often and even 
come through on bikes and on foot. He can be reached at 
703-838-4444 or Matthew.Weinert@AlexandriaVA.gov.

Community Trash Cans
Please use our community trash cans when walking around 
our beautiful community, and please tie/close the bag 
containing the waste before dropping it in the receptacle. 
Community trash cans are emptied, not disinfected by the 
grounds crews. Waste should never been thrown in curb 
inlets or the pond.

Annual Community Meeting…
Mark your Calendars!
Our annual community meeting will take place December 
6, 2007 at 7 p.m. at the community clubhouse located next 
to the swimming pool. You will have a chance to meet 
current Board members and elect new ones. There are two 
openings on the Board. If you are interested in serving as 
a Board member, then email or contact our management 
company for candidate forms. We look forward to seeing 
you on December 6.

Volunteers Needed
Interested in participating in our community? Not 
only do we have Board openings up for election 
in December, but the association can always use 
volunteers to help on our Landscape, Covenants, and 
Newsletter Committees. Please contact the commit-
tee chairpersons listed on page 2 or Northern Virginia 
Management to volunteer. You’ll be glad you did!
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Portable Global Positioning Unit Systems— 
Advice from the Police
Lieutenant Gaunt, our community liaison officer, spoke to the Board about the rash of thefts of GPS units from cars in the 
City and in nearby communities. The portable units, which are easily installed with no complicated wiring procedures, are 
of particular interest to thieves. What can you do? 

•	 Do	not	leave	ANYTHING	on	display	that	could	tempt	a	thief.	Remove	the	portable	GPS	unit	from	the	dashboard,	includ-
ing the cradle. Do not put the unit in the glove box or under the seat; thieves will quickly find it.  

•	 Keep	a	supply	of	moist	towelettes	to	clean	the	area	of	the	windshield	marked	by	the	suction	cup.	The	mark	is	a	tell-tale	
sign to thieves.

•	 Lock	all	doors	and	close	windows	when	you	leave	your	car,	even	if	it	is	only	for	a	short	while.	This	applies	to	filling	up	
at a gas station.

•	 Look	for	a	parking	space	in	a	well	lit,	busy	place.

•	 Purchase	a	cradle	that	mounts	on	the	dash	vents.

For further information, contact the Alexandria Police Department’s Crime Prevention Unit at 703-838-4520. 

Landscape Corner
Fall Gardening 

We all enjoy the beauty and color of trees and shrubs in the fall. It’s exciting to see the entire landscape transformed into-
brilliant shades of red, yellow, orange and burgundy as plants get ready for winter. Fall is a great time to plant trees, shrubs, 
bulbs, perennials, and lawns. Planting now allows more time for roots to develop before facing next summer’s heat. This is 
also a good time to transplant trees and shrubs and lift and divide perennials.

Maple, dogwood, serviceberry, black gum and crape myrtle are some of the best trees for fall color. In the small tree/large 
shrub category, witchhazel, burning bush, oakleaf hydrangea, and Virginia sweetspire display spectacular colors. 

Asters, chrysanthemums, pansies, Japanese anemones, and ornamental grasses are breathtaking at this time of year. Ornamen-
tal grasses add color, texture, motion, sound, and year-round drama to your landscape. Grasses are unique plants, providing 
a different texture than anything else in the landscape. The tall grasses catch the wind, dancing in your garden and making 
soothing rustling sounds. 

Landscaping not only enhances the beauty of your home but also adds significant value to your property. Even if you don’t 
plant, put some fresh flowers by your front door for your neighbors to enjoy.

Remember:

•	Feed	your	lawns	at	least	twice	between	September	and	December.	

•	Prune	trees	by	the	end	of	November.

•	Thoroughly	water	your	trees	and	plants	going	into	the	winter	season.	

•	Plant	your	spring	bulb	garden	now.

Happy gardening!
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Quaker Hill Community Association 
c/o Northern Virginia Management 
4306 Evergreen Lane, Suite 101 
Annandale, Virginia 22003

Happenings in Alexandria

The Scottish Christmas Walk 

Enjoy Alexandria’s Scottish Christmas Walk on December 
1. Started in 1969 by the Campagna Center, the Walk has 
grown from an informal parade to one that hosts more than 
100 Scottish clans wearing traditional tartans and playing 
bagpipes, fife and drum corps, citizen groups and associa-
tions, and, of course, Santa Claus. The Lord Provost of 
Dundee (Alexandria’s Scottish sister city) and local politi-
cal leaders also participate in the parade which winds its 
way through the streets of Old Town. 

The Campagna Center also hosts other Scottish Christmas 
Walk Weekend events at the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial from November 29 to December 1, from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. They include a Christmas Marketplace 
and heather/greens sale, children’s tea party, and Celtic 
concert. More information about these events is available at 
http://www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

First Night Alexandria

First Night is a family-oriented celebration of the New 
Year. For a small fee* for adults (children under 12 are 
free), you have access to 64 performing acts on 43 stages 
all evening long. Coffee shops, retail stores, office lobbies, 
museums and public buildings are the performance venues 
for showcasing local and regional talent. Recent performers 
included a world-class Scottish fiddler, a Grammy-nomi-
nated guitarist, a classical cellist, and clowns, face painters 
and magicians for children. The evening is topped off with 
a spectacular fireworks display at the Masonic Temple at 
midnight.

Free shuttle buses are available to performance venues, 
and free parking is available for those who drive. More 
information about this event is available at http://www.
firstnightalexandria.org.

*$10 if tickets purchased by December 25; $15 if pur-
chased between December 26 through December 31.


